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SPORTS | State Your Case

NEWS | A Historic Day

The NBA Playoffs started this weekend and
our sports staff pulled out the crystal ball to
make some predictions.
see PAGE 5

STUDENT LIFE | Candy Bomber

All of the regional campus student government representatives were inaugurated
alongside Logan USUSA officers for the first
time.
see PAGE 2

World War II pilot shared his sweet-toth
message of kindness with Utah State
students.

see PAGE 3

,
s
k
r
a
m
r
On you
!
O
G
,
t
e
s
t
e
g
Utah State track and field hosted eight

universities from around the region in the
Faldmo Invitational last weekend, the
lone home meet of the season for the Aggies. Read more about how Utah State
performed on Page 4.

Photo by Rilee Scoresby

USU HOSTS ANNUAL ROBINS AWARDS
“This is two times in a row for me so it feels good

By Shelby Black
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

to be awarded again. It’s been a lot of hard work

In a star-studded night, Utah State University

coaches for working with me,” Maggard said.

continued its tradition of holding the Robins
Awards. 2018 marked the 60th anniversary of

Utah State's most prestigious award ceremony.
The Robins Awards is held in honor of the late Bill

Robins who contributed much to the university.
Awards given help recognize outstanding faculty
and students who truly represent and devote time
to Utah State University.

The night began by honoring faculty members

with several awards. Utah State University was
able to award several professors and staff members who have shown superior service and dedication to the university.

Student awards were then given out. The recip-

ient of Master Student Researcher of the Year

Award was Susan Washko. Washko has shown
superior research capability and academic excellence in her time here at USU. Washko is a ecology student researcher and spends her time studying beavers and how they affect streams along
with studies of trout.

“It feels good to be awarded tonight. I have

come a long way with my research and this is
such a honor,” Washko said.

Several other awards for student researchers

and faculty researcher were given out. The Lega-

cy of Utah State Award is given out to a student
who embodies the true spirit of Utah State University. This year's recipient was Tien Thuy Lind-

say. She has served with tours in the Middle East
with the United States Army and will now be pursuing a master's degree in biology.

Both Female and Male Athlete of the Year were

given to USU’s top runners. Alyssa Snyder and
Dillon Maggard have both shattered various

school records and led Utah State cross country to
huge victories.

and miles to get here. I credit my success to my
The Caine College of the Arts awards an individ-

ual with the Talent of the Year award. This award
is presented to someone who demonstrates out-

standing work in music, art, or theater. Katie Fay

Francis was this years winner. Francis is a senior
acting major. She will be making her acting debut
this summer at the Utah Shakespeare festival.

Two other significant awards given out were

Man and Woman of the Year. USUSA President,
Michael Scott Peters received Man of the year. Pe-

ters has put in many hours to improving Utah
State. Woman of the Year was Emily Turner. Turn-

er has made several achievements during her

time at Utah State. Emily Turner has earned as

PHOTO BY Holley Stringham
2017-18 USUSA President Michael Scott Peters was named the Man of the Year at the 60th anniversary of Utah State’s Robins Awards. The
university’s most prestigious award ceremony is held annually in honor of the late Bill Robins.

many degrees as years she’s been in college.

some of the most incredible people and had in-

majored in International Business, Economics,

as a person. I think getting to this point has just

Chinese.

them to heart.”

During her four years at Utah State, Turner has

credible opportunities. I’ve been able to develop

Political Science, Asian Studies and minored in

been living through every experience and taking

“I was so surprised to win. I know all these girls

and they are all amazing. I just try to work hard

and be nice to people. It was really cool tonight to
be noticed for that,” Turner said.

The student to walk away with the biggest

award of the night was Christian Hobbs. Hobbs

Here’s a full recap of the night’s winners for each

category:

Faculty University Service Award — Paul

Wolf

administration with a minor in Spanish. Hobbs

— Eric Lee

and helped create the acapella group, The Oc-

Sandra Lundell

“It was definitely a shock there was a lot of qual-

ified people so I feel really lucky. I think my expe-

rience at Utah State has been everything I

could’ve wished for,” Hobbs said. “I think I’ve met

Female Athlete of the Year — Alyssa Snyder
Male Athlete of the Year — Dillon Maggard
Gerald R. Sherratt Award — Sophia May
Talent of the Year — Katie Fay Francis

Achievement of the Year — Halston Van Der

Office

— Susan Washko

taves.

Legacy of Utah State Award — Tien Thuy

Lindsay

Master Student Researcher of the Year

best that Utah State University has to offer. Hobbs

served at the President of the USU Ambassadors

Scholar of the Year — Christian Morrill

Sluys

Bellmont

is a senior graduating in marketing and business

Teacher of the Year — Greg Wheeler

Faculty Researcher of the Year — Patrick

was awarded the Bill E. Robins memorial award.
This award goes to a student who represents the

Year — Lyle G. Mcneal

Doctoral Student Researcher of the Year
Graduate Student Teacher of the Year —
Undergraduate Researcher of the Year
— Jesse Fleri

Professional Advisor of the Year — Tonya

Jewell

Organization of the Year — Student Events

Val R. Christensen Service Award — Car-

minda Greenstone

Woman of the Year — Emily Turner

Man of the Year — Michael Scott Peters

Bill E. Robins Memorial Award — Chris-

tian Hobbs

— shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
@shelbsterblack

Undergraduate Faculty Mentor of the

Taggart Student Center Auditorium at Utah State University

How You Can Be a Good Mormon
and Support, Love and Accept LGBTQ People
Tuesday, April 24th
7pm - 8:30 pm
Register for the free event at eventbrite.com. Search: Listen, Learn & Love

listenlearnandlove.org
Richard Ostler (aka Papa Ostler), an active member of the Mormon Church, will talk about how he became an LGBTQ Ally while serving as a YSA Bishop.
This presentation is not affiliated with the Mormon Church or Utah State University. The event is free and is open to Utah State students and the general public.
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NEWS

2018-19 USUSA inauguration

All regional campus USUSA officers inaugurated in Logan for the first time
a second year, said the decision was part of an

and immediately after, Hunsaker swore Booth

perceived divide between Logan and the re-

Promises they swore to keep included uphold-

effort to unify all of USUSA – to get rid of any
gional campuses.

“I’m really proud of everything that hap-

pened,” he said. “I think it’s going to be a great

end,” Peters said, “but I’m very grateful for the

The decision to include the regional officers in

T

he Utah State University Student Asso-

Peters said he and the student involvement

year were inaugurated Friday – and

cided to include the 18 other regional campus

ciation officers for the 2018-19 school

for the first time ever were joined by all the incoming regional campus officers.

staff liked having Booth participate, so they derepresentatives this year as well.

Booth, who was sworn in at the ceremony for

The evening included speeches by USU stu-

dent affairs vice president James Morales, Pe-

ters, Booth and new USUSA president Jaren
Hunsaker. The newly elected student body offi-

said. “The people we worked with were

performing at Utah State University’s End

great. They want to be able to book people

of Year Bash Saturday in the Dee Glen

and they want to help us.”

cers were not able to attend. Booth said he
would have liked to include them, but the

“USUSA has one purpose, and that is to help
the student body.”

A complete list of the changes made in USUSA

regional campus student government is avail-

– spencerburt@aggiemail.usu.edu
@SpencerABurt

schedules weren’t able to work out.

Peters swore in Hunsaker as the new president

Tatom described Us the Duo as “a more
chill vibe.”
Flor is currently on tour with the band
Walk the Moon. Tatom said they are unique

range from 700,000 to 900,000 monthly

in the past, but will start earlier this year

because their songs sound different from

Spotify listeners.

because New Politics has a show in anoth-

each other.

er state.

Currently, Tatom is in contact with the

It’s not just one headliner,” said Meghan

New Politics released their latest album

Tatom, USU Student Association activities

“Lost in Translation” in October. The band

director.

consists of three Danish members: David

USU students can buy tickets with their

Boyd, Søren Hansen and Poul Amaliel.

student ID at the Taggart Student Center

They moved to New York in 2010 and re-

Card Office for $1 in the stands or $5 for

leased their first album, “New Politics.”

general admission on the floor. Public tick-

event started in November, with her sug-

“I'm excited for how they will end the

gesting bands she knows of to her advisor

concert,” Tatom said, describing New Poli-

and looking for bands already on tour.

tics’ genre as “get up, dance and rock out.”

In order to get bands to USU, the process

Us the Duo is a husband and wife group

requires an agency that books bands for

known for their six second Vine cover of

college events.

“All of Me” by John Legend. Their Vine ac-

could come with USU’s budget,” Tatom

public speech as USUSA president. He said,

able online, at usustatesman.com

sors one by one, but the 2017-18 regional offi-

The End of Year Bash has started at 7 p.m.

“We also asked for a list of who could

Hunsaker finished the evening with his first

stage. Those for Logan replaced their predeces-

Smith Spectrum at 5 p.m. These artists

Tatom said the planning process for this

chose for 2017-18 that “everyone belongs.”

The Utah
Statesman
wins awards
By Kyle Fasching
STAFF WRITER

New Politics, Us the Duo, and flor will be

festival feel.

sion, exemplifying the student body theme he

Executive Council, Academic Senate, and the

were announced and took their seats on the

By Bobbee Russell
STAFF WRITER

Tatom added that they decided to go for a

ident’s Cabinet accomplished. Events such as

cers from both Logan and regional campuses

END OF THE YEAR BASH

“Each band has a different kind of vibe.

In addition to the USUSA officers, Peters said

Aggie Heroes, he said, were focused on inclu-

32 sites across Utah.

pus. Former USUSA president Michael Scott

to accomplish.”

win.”

cers, they represent over 3,000 USU students at

participated in the 2017 inauguration on cam-

team we’ve had this year, for all we were able

he was particularly proud of the work the Pres-

Between Booth and the other regional offi-

By Spencer Burt
NEWS COPY EDITOR

“It’s a bit emotional to have it come to an

training retreat – usually held in May – to this
weekend, Peters said. Booth called it a “win-

Mike Booth, the regional campus president,

Peters said he is optimistic for the year ahead,

in the right direction” and a tradition he hopes

the inauguration coincided with moving their

19 school year, Jaren Hunsaker.

ty in a positive manner.

and excited to see what Hunsaker does.

will continue.

Michael Scott Peters, the USU Student Association president for the 2017-18 school year, hugs incoming USUSA president for the 2018-

ing USU’s values and representing the universi-

event moving forward.”

Peters echoed the feeling, saying it was a “step

PHOTO BY Autumn Dunda

in, followed by all present USUSA officers.

count helped promote their original album, “No Matter Where you Are.”

bands and preparing their hospitality requests.

ets cost $20 and can be purchased at the
Card Office or the Spectrum ticket office.
—b96russell@gmail.com
@bjr24601

O

n Saturday, The Utah Statesman re-

ceived 11 awards from the Utah

Press Association in competition

with other newspapers across the state of Utah.

These awards are given to newspapers that

excel within the categories determined by the

UPA. Categories range from the Best Editor’s

Column to the Best Sports Photograph, and the

awards encapsulate the overall excellence of a

newspaper and all of its staff. For award pur-

poses, the Utah Statesman competes in Group

5 of the UPA against other collegiate newspapers around the state.

The UPA is an organization that represents 46

newspapers, according to its website. It is rec-

ognized as Utah’s oldest trade association hav-

ing been founded on December 17, 1983 by a

collective of publishers. The UPA serves to an-

nually recognize excellence in the state’s news-

papers and present awards to industry leaders.

The Utah Statesman earned four first place ti-

tles and seven runner-up awards. The awards

won by The Statesman and its writers are:

Best Sports Column - Daniel Hansen, First

Place

Best Sports Story - Thomas Sorenson, First

Place

Best Community Event - Carter Moore, First

Place

Best Editor’s Column - Logan Jones, Third

Place

Best Sports Photograph - Erica McNeill, Third

Place

Best Website - Second Place
Best Editorial - Third Place

Best Special Section - Second Place
Best Front Page - Third Place

Best Sports Page - Third Place

Best Lifestyle Page - First Place
— Kylef217@gmail.com
@Kylelele_

To see the award-winning stories and designs

visit

http://bit.ly/Statesman-UPA
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STUDENT LIFE

Dropping candy from the sky

e “Uncle Wiggly Wings” tells students how he made life a little sweeter during World War II

h

By Kortni Wells
. STUDENT LIFE SENIOR WRITER

-

- As a young farm boy from Garland, Utah, Gail
Halvorsen fell in love with planes and flying.

,He would often watch planes fly over the fields
and hoped that one day his time would come

nwhen he would get to fly his own plane.
e Several years later in 1942, he was an Aggie at

eUtah State University. The spirits were up and
many young men were getting their calls to

dserve in the military during World War II.
-Meanwhile Halvorsen studied civil engineer-

sing, waiting for his time to join the war efforts
-in Germany.

e Halvorsen spoke to USU students as well as
community members last Thursday about his

ttime as an airline pilot in World War II, where
,he was nicknamed the “Candy Bomber.”

p Halvorsen’s visit to USU commemorates the third
anniversary of the College of Agriculture and Ap-

Aplied Sciences Spring Seminar, in conjunction with
eUSU’s annual Aviation Career Fair.

- At the event, children in the audience were invited to join Halvorsen on stage where they
were given sticks of gum to tear in half to reenact what the children in Germany did when Halvorsen dropped the candy during World War II.

PHOTOS BY Cameo Tamala
Last thursday, Col. Gail Halvorsen shared his experiences as a World War II pilot with USU students. Nicknamed the “Candy Bomber,” he dropped chocolate bars and sticks of gum for the children of Germany.

Halvorsen recounts his time at Utah State as a

happy time. He spent much of that time fishing
on the Logan River, as well as at Blacksmith
Fork Canyon, and doing his studies.

Eventually his call to serve in the military came.

He took pilot lessons and knew there weren’t

their rations of chocolate and other substances

portant qualities a person can develop. It deter-

said she enjoyed being able to meet Col. Halvors-

tions were a gesture of friendship for many

Halvorsen also expressed the importance of

“I really enjoy World War II history and avia-

to the children. Halvorsen claims his small acchildren who hadn’t had chocolate for months.

“To have candy bars falling from the sky with

mines how you’re going to turn out in life.”

en in person and learn from his experiences.

gratitude in everyday life.

tion history, and it’s a really big honor that we

world of opportunities and broadens your hori-

and talk to us,” Allred said.

“Being grateful for something opens up a

zons to things you might not have thought
about doing before,” Halvorsen said.

Many USU students were excited for the oppor-

tunity to take pictures with and have personal

get to have Col. Halvorsen here to give a speech

Natalie Scott, a sophomore at Utah State, has

been enthralled with the story of the Candy
Bomber since she was in the fourth grade.

“I wrote a poem about him, I loved being able

copies of his book signed following the event.

to see him. He was such an inspiration to me,

h

State, believes Halvorsen’s legacy is one of self-

be kind to people.”

.

drawn to the remarkable impact Halvorsen’s

-

Joseph Hawkes, a graduate student at Utah

n

lessness and serving. Hawkes said he was

t

“Scott said. “He was willing to take the risk and

Scott said even in the stress of life, we can learn

to be like Halvorsen, and just be a little kinder.

e

s

e

a

-

p

-

PHOTOS BY Cameo Tamala
Halvorsen and other soldiers gave their rations of chocolate and other sweets to children, and dropped them from the sky in little parachutes

6
-enough pilots for the war. He competed for a

-scholarship within the state of Utah and became
aonly one of ten to receive the scholarship.

- Halvorsen’s love of flying came from his study
-of aeronautical engineering.

. “I love being able to get out into the sky and for-get all my earthly troubles,” Halvorsen said.

s He said in the time period of World War II, many
:young children who saw the devastation from the
Hitler regime looked to American ideals for a sense

tof peace.
For many of the children who were stuck on

tthe British side of Berlin, Halvorsen was the
hopeful face they were able to communicate

twith, even when things were dark and dreary.
These children deeply touched Halvorsen and

parachutes was a pleasant shock for those children,” Halvorsen said.

He was nicknamed “Uncle Wiggly Wings” for

the way he turned the plane wings to signal the

German children that he was coming, so they

could prepare themselves for the candy that
would soon appear.

Though the war is long over, the impact hasn’t

stopped. Operation Little Vittles continues today

as a commemoration of the Colonel’s efforts to
make the world just a little bit better. Halvorsen
encouraged USU students to do the same.

PHOTOS BY Cameo Tamala
Last week, USU students had the opportunity to take photos with Halvorsen and get copies of his book signed by him during his panel.

story has had on his life.

“I liked being able to hear him retell his story,

“Attitude determines so much of how people are

and how ingenious he was making the para-

personal quality of attitude is one of the most im-

Aleigh Allred, a senior studying political science,

going to progress or not progress,” he said. “The

chute for the candy,” Hawkes said.

dfueled his desire to do something about it.
“Many of these young kids had lost their par-

glimpse of who he was in the “Meet the Mormons” movie.

“I like that he stood up for what he knew what

little further to make the world better,” Whiteley

said. “I think it’s important to try to lift some-

one’s burdens and to be a good example, which

pressed me very much.”

is what I took away from Col. Halvorsen.”

One day, as Halvorsen was turning to leave

Halvorsen spoke on the great world everyone

the perimeter fence with all the children, he

lives in, and reminded students and communi-

felt something tell him to turn back. He reached

ty members in attendance to never take that

into his pocket and found two sticks of chewing

for granted.

gum. He broke the two sticks of gum into

“The journey through life, the smallest footsteps

halves, and before he knew it, all thirty of the

are what put you on the path to where you end

children had a piece of gum, or had tasted

up,” Halvorsen said. “There are no little decisions

some of the wrapper.

in your life. Always be on the search for happi-

The events of that day left Halvorsen even

ness. It’s a real good world out there, and there’s

more determined to help the children find hope

a lot of good work to be done.”

sand joy when little to none was present in their
situation at the time.

Halvorsen invited the other pilots to give up

opportunity to meet Halvorsen, after she got a

was right, and was observant in wanting to go a

dents and were struggling to make sense of a
world gone amuck,” Halvorsen said. “They im-

From there, Operation Little Vittles came to be.

Michaella Whiteley is a history major from Al-

pine, Utah who knew she couldn’t pass up an

PHOTOS BY Cameo Tamala
Today Halvorsen’s project, Operation Little Vittles, continues in commemoration of the Colonel’s effort to make the world a better place.

— kortni.marie.wells@aggiemail.usu.edu
@kortniwells
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SPORTS
had a season-best throw of 17.57 meters.

“I am pretty happy with my performance and

the performance of the team,” Hirschmann

said. “Overall, the whole team is moving in the

right direction. We’re very motivated, and
we’re doing pretty well.”

In the track events, freshman Katie Struthers

earned the first USU title of the day by win-

ning the 3,000 meter steeplechase. She was

joined by senior Tylee Newman-Skinner and

junior Shannon Maloney, who won the 1,500

meter and 3,000 events, respectively, as Aggie
women to earn track titles on Saturday.

The USU team of Jordan Brandt, Breann

Bate, Kasia Lawrynowicz, and Melanie Muncy

won the women’s 4X400 meter relay title with
a time of 3:46.38.

On the men’s side, sophomore Samuel Cole-

man picked up a victory in the 1,500 event,

while freshman Stokton Smith finished first in

the 3,000 steeplechase. The Aggie relay team

of Garen Earley, Braden Kram, Austin Lane,

and Junior Tovar won the men’s 4X100 relay
with a time of 41.41 seconds.

Utah State head coach Matt Ingebritsen said

he is happy with how the team is performing
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
The Utah State track and field team hosted its lone home meet of the season on Saturday as teams from eight universities around the state and region competed at the Mark Faldmo Invitational. Aggie athletes
captured 13 event titles in the two-day meet.

Aggies host Faldmo Invitational
By Jaden Johnson
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

The Utah State track and field team wel-

comed eight teams from universities across
the state and region to Logan as it hosted the
Mark Faldmo Invitational on Friday and Saturday.

In the two-day meet, USU fared well, earning

13 event titles and 35 top-three finishes. This

was the lone home meet of the season for the
Aggies.

“Being at home is an awesome feeling,” said

Utah State sophomore thrower Brenn Flint.
“You have your friends and family out to support, and there’s a lot more cheering and ev-

eryone can be here to support, whereas when
you’re out on the road you’re kind of on your
own. It’s awesome.”

The Aggies began the meet Friday afternoon,

participating in the men’s and women’s hammer throw, javelin, and 5,000 meter events.
USU notched seven top-three finishes on the

women’s shot put squad currently ranks first
in the nation

was named head coach of the program just

two weeks ago after serving as an interim
coach for several months.

“I think we’re probably about where I would

of the ranking. “We’ve been working hard the

ing times go down and marks go up, and that’s

5,000 crown. His teammate and fellow fresh-

past couple of weeks and it was nice to see us

for second place in the event.

along with fellow Aggie coach Artie Gulden,

want them mid-season,” Ingebritsen said.

try and keep that number one spot,” Flint said

man Coen Haroldsen finished closely behind

West Outdoor Championships. Ingebritsen,

“I think it adds even more motivation just to

day, including one first place finish as Aggie

freshman Haydon Cooper captured the men’s

with just under a month until the Mountain

come out and do well.”

The success in the field continued as USU

“We’re starting to unload just slightly and see-

what we want to see right now. I think in four
weeks we’re going to be ready to roll.”

The Aggies will now split up as they head to

Utah State sophomore Kyle Morris threw for

athletes took first and second in the women’s

three separate meets next weekend, sending

mark which places seventh-best in program

event with a personal record of 11.41 meters

Azusa, Calif, along with the Mt. SAC Relays in

64.97 meters in the men’s javelin event, a

history. The throw landed him in second place
in the event, finishing only behind former Ag-

gie thrower Devin Wright, who competed as
an unattached athlete.

triple jump Freshman Bailey Maseda won the
and fellow Aggie freshman Whitney Skabe-

lund placing narrowly behind with a mark of
11.37.

Aggie junior Sam Nelson recorded the

On Saturday, the Aggies got out to a strong

sixth-highest outdoor mark in program history

women’s shot put event, with Flint earning an-

title with a vault of 5.17 meters. Junior Leau-

start as they took the top two spots in the
other event title while her teammate, senior

Olivia Moriconi, landed in second. USU’s

competitors to the Bryan Clay Invitational in

Torrance, Calif. and the Beach Invitational in

Long Beach, Calif. The Mountain West Out-

door Championships will take place May 9-12
in Fresno, Calif.

in the men’s pole vault, capturing the event

gen Fray was the champion in both men’s long

jump and high jump. Senior David Hirschmann

@jadenjohns0n

PHOTOS BY Sydney Oliver (left) and Rilee Scoresby
(Left): Utah State sophomore thrower Brenn Flint competing in the shot put on Saturday afternoon. (Right): A pair of Utah State relay teams compete in the men’s 4X100 meter relay.

PAGE 5

WEEK OF APRIL 17, 2018

and battling until the end. I am very proud of

Williams
heading to
Kansas City

their effort, and it is fun to see them playing
for each other.”

After Friday’s match, the team went on to

compete in Fort Collins, Colo. against Air
Force.

Doubles started out with a loss, with Barajas

and Carvajal losing, 3-6, at the No. 1 spot to

n By Matt Harris
e SPORTS STAFF WRITER
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junior Isaac Perez and freshman Patrick Sklen-

ka. Air Force also went on to take the doubles

Former Utah State running back and kick re-

point after freshman Paul Hendrix and Jaime

turner Kerwynn Williams signed a one-year deal

Bautista won, 6-4, at the No. 3 spot against

with the Kansas City Chiefs late last night, NFL’s

Acosta and Vashistha. Nakajima and Holm

Ian Rapoport reported.

were leading 4-2 at the No. 2 spot against ju-

Williams, entering his fifth year in the league,

niors Tadhg Collins and Luke Sanderson, but

played most recently with the Arizona Cardinals

as a backup running back behind league stars
David Johnson and Adrian Peterson. He enjoyed

a breakout year with the team when injuries to
both Johnson and Peterson put him in the start-

ing role for the last five games of the regular
season.

Embracing a physical running style, Williams

averaged 3.6 yards per carry as a starter.

According to the report, Williams had several

destinations to choose from, but chose Kansas

the match ended unfinished due to the other
PHOTO BY Autumn Dunda
The Utah State men’s tennis team in a match earlier this month against Nevada. The team clinched its third-consecutive regular-season
conference title with a weekend sweep of New Mexico and Air Force.

CONFERENCE CHAMPS
Aggies lay claim to third-consecutive Mountain
West Conference regular-season title

City to get a “fresh start.”

By Lauren Lomeli
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

season with 4.7 and was ninth in the league in

The Utah State men’s tennis team clinched

Kansas City led the NFL in yards per carry last

total rushing yards (1,903), led by rookie Ka-

reem Hunt with 1,327 yards. The Chiefs return
a plethora of talented backs for Williams to fight

with in training camp this summer, with Hunt
tabbed as the obvious starter. Williams will fight

for a spot among returning backs Akeem Hunt,
Spencer Ware, Charcandrick West, and new ad-

dition Damien Williams, whom the Chiefs
signed away from the Miami Dolphins.

Williams isn’t likely to factor into the Chiefs’

return game, with the spot of kick returner already occupied three-deep.

Details of the contract, including salary, have

not been disclosed at this time.

@snowmatt1417

the Mountain West Conference regular season
title for the third consecutive season Sunday

after completing a weekend sweep of Air Force

and New Mexico. when the team won 4-2
against Air Force in Fort Collins, Colorado.

The weekend series started on Friday in Al-

buquerque, N.M., where the Aggies defeated
New Mexico by a score of 4-1, a win which

guaranteed at least a share of the regular season title.

Utah State struggled in the doubles portion

of the match, as New Mexico seniors Bart Van

Leijsen and Jorge Escutia won 7-6 at the No.1
spot over USU senior Jaime Barajas and fresh-

man Jose Carvajal. Freshmen Felipe Acosta
and Addy Vashistha lost 7-5 to their New Mex-

n

ico opponents, junior Ricky Hernandez Tong

n

spot and took the doubles point as well. Utah

n

-

2

y
.

and freshman Stepan Holis who won the No. 3

STATE
your

CASE

court’s results.

The Aggies got back on track in the singles

portion of the match, with five out of the six

USU competitors winning their first sets. Bara-

jas dropped only a single game in his first set,

6-1, but wont the second, 6-4, at the No. 1

spot against Sklenka. With that win, Barajas

has gone undefeated, 6-0, at the No. 1 spot

during Mountain West play. Vashistha con-

State freshman Valdemar Holm and senior An-

cluded shortly after with a 6-3, 7-6 win at the

against sophomore Dominic West and senior

posted a straight-set victory, 6-2, 7-6, at the

ished due to the results on other courts.

Sean McKendree. Holm fell, 6-7, 3-6, at the

six players earning first-set victories. Vashistha

Bucur secured the crown for Utah State with a

No. 6 spot against Baklini to put Utah State up

erson.

6-2, 6-7 win at the No. 1 spot against Van Lei-

son said. “They battled tough conditions and a

3-1 lead after a 7-6, 6-2 victory at the No. 4

proud of this group for sticking together and

drew Nakajima trailed the No. 2 spot at 6-5

No. 6 spot against Collins. Acosta similarly

Sean Baklini, but the match was left unfin-

No. 5 spot while going up against freshman

USU played strong in the singles play with all

No. 4 spot to Hendrix. Sophomore Sergiu

recorded a straight sets win 6-4, 6-2, and the

6-4, 6-4 victory at the No. 2 spot against Sand-

on the board. Next, Barajas came up with a

““This was a great effort from our guys,” Wil-

jsen. Holm was able to propel the Aggies to a

feisty Air Force squad. I couldn’t be more

spot against Escutia. Junior Samuel Serrano

playing for each other.”

West, who took the second set 4-1, but Serra-

Calif. to compete in the Mountain West Cham-

and snatch the team’s Friday win.

of the matches and opponents will be an-

head coach James Wilson following the win.

ular season play.

won his first set 6-3 at the No. 3 spot against

The Aggies will be traveling to San Diego,

no bounced back to win in a tiebreaker, 7-6,

pionships from April 26 through the 28. Times

“The guys were so tough today,” said USU

nounced at the end of the Mountain West reg-

“After losing the doubles point on the road in a

@lomeli_lauren

very loud environment, they kept competing

Which teams will be in
the NBA Finals?
health still up in the air.

Daniel Hansen - Sports Senior Writer

bloodbath, and you could make a legitimate ar-

“Houston Rockets vs. Cleveland Cavaliers”

tions. I would not be shocked to see Boston,

“Golden State Warriors vs. Philadelphia 76ers”

nage and make the Finals. So why not choose

While my mind agrees with Daniel that the

ever, if the past seven years have taught me

Jaden Johnson - Sports Content Manager

Warriors will be the team coming out of the
West, my heart says it will be the Rockets.
You’ve probably heard the stat about the Rock-

ets being 42-3 with Chris Paul, James Harden,

and Clint Capela play together, but think about
that for a minute. That’s not just really good,

that’s insane. Spanned out over an entire season, that would equal less than six losses. One

of those losses was a road victory to Eastern
Conference one seed Toronto on the back end
of a back-to-back.

Beyond that, they are a

deep, guard-heavy team which is built well to

take on a Golden State team with Steph Curry’s

In the East, there are a lot of intriguing op-

Philadelphia or Toronto come out on top. how-

It’s the Warriors’ world and we’re all just living

anything, it’s to never pick against LeBron.

in it. Injuries are concerning, but come the con-

one against Indiana, LeBron and the Cavs have

healthy along with the rest of the team. For all

like it would be silly to bet against them. Cleve-

think it’s a bad idea to discount a team that can

games, roll over Toronto and Philadelphia,

la-Durant-Green. Golden State has coasted in

ship in yet another boring NBA Finals.

but there’s enough talent on that roster to be

Even despite a blowout loss at home in game

ference finals, Steph Curry should be relatively

a proven pedigree of playoff success and I feel

the hype around Houston this season, I still

land will come back and beats the Pacers in six

trot out a lineup of Curry-Thompson-Iguoda-

then get flattened by Houston in the champion-

the regular season, and it’s certainly showed,

@jadenjohns0n

able to flip the switch. Besides, do you really

want to count on Harden and Paul to deliver in
a 7-game playoff series against the Warriors?

In the Eastern Conference, it’s basically a

gument for any team to emerge from that car-

the hottest team in the East? The Sixers haven’t
lost since March 13, have the NBA’s best defensive rating over the final 15 games of the regu-

lar season, and have the easiest path the Finals.
The Bucks a largely jumbled mess that can’t

realistically challenge Philly over seven games.
Boston can hardly field a full team anymore.

Toronto consistently falls apart in the playoffs.
Cleveland’s defense can’t stop an out-of-control

Hot Wheels car. Is there any team in there you
can definitely say can beat Philly four games
out of seven?

@TheGrandDanny
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OPINION

Letter to the editor:
The Indignification of America
John Kushma, contributor

preoccupied with his own genitals than with
the well being of the American people.

Looking from the outside in, this could be
said of America generally regarding our

perceived values as mirrored by our news

media, entertainment industry, and our cake

& circuses lifestyle ...and now, by our American president.

The president is supposed to be our leader,

he’s supposed to set the tone for the decency,
ethics and respectability of the America I

know. He’s the protector of the people, and a
universal world model for integrity. But

Trump is more interested in protecting his
own ego and business interests, and the
interests of his own family rather than

protecting the security and wellbeing of our
This is the way it

looks to me. If he’s
interested at all in

his legacy, he better
shape up. We can’t

carry this guy much
longer while he

learns, or doesn’t
learn, how to be
President of the

of himself ...of his values, ethics, his personal

anchor the extreme worldwide indignities

country, not “His” country.

tangible realities of this presidency which

We seem to have a president more publicly

collective country.

activities and entertainment, there are the

America is currently suffering. There has

life, his businesses ...our country. “Our”

He’s not in control of our country. I am

always been treachery, greed and deceit

convince of this, and out of respect for the

meddling, in the Middle East is historical

every benefit of the doubt. Donald Trump is

tagged onto America. Our involvement,

non-fiction. Read Hugh Wilford’s “America’s

Great Game” for an eye-opener as to why we

are in the mess we’re in right now with Syria,
Iran, Iraq ...Saudi Arabia. Islam. Russia.
Is it any wonder why they hate us?

Donald J. Trump is the icing on that cake ...

that’s been left out in the rain ...the cherry on
top of a dreadfully over-baked history of
semi-imperialistic greed and arrogance.

I was both mesmerized and actively appalled

watching Trump, Tillerson and the contingent
of White House officials awkwardly doing the
male-only ceremonial saber dance with the

office of the presidency I have given him

too self-obsessed, too paranoid, too narcissis-

tic to be even capable of tending to the needs
and concerns of other Americans not to

unwittingly, or worse, by design. He is

quoted as saying, “I love to fight.” Well, have

accomplished. Now back to our regularly
scheduled programming ...

Other presidents would blow off the negative

press and “fake news” keeping their privates
parts where they belong ...private! Trump
thrives on it. He should be thriving on

representing America in its best light with its
best foot forward

you ever experienced the dread of concern
because the loudmouth jerk next to you
“loved to fight”?

He likes to fight, he

likes being the “bad

boy”, he likes center
stage 24/7.

Trump must like

the indignity and

humiliation that has

The media loves to focus on things like

Stormy Daniels, Russian prostitutes and the
“pee tape”, extramarital affairs and hush

money, palace intrigue and disarray in the

White House, firings & hirings, treachery, lies,
excess and deceit. Well, the truth is, we all

do. We love it. It makes for good television
and great entertainment ...and we love our
entertainment.

We are a nation of consumers of entertain-

ment. We are America’s GNP.

But looking past our own shadowy personal

and collective vices regarding extracurricular

presidency. It’s a

common form of oppression. You can read

Somehow, knowing what I know about the

more about “Emotional Competency” at

http://www.emotionalcompetency.com/
humiliation.htm

Whatever Trump’s trip is or his psychological

case may be, and yes, his “trip” has definitely,

Not to mention that the party was about the

rassing America.

$110 billion arms package the U.S. gave to

clinically, turned into a “case”, he is embarHe can humiliate himself as much as he

Saudi Arabia. Where and how are they using

wants, it may be the only thing he has going

anywhere where it’s needed now.

that we Americans should not have to suffer.

that money? I can’t see it being applied

There’s diplomacy, imagery, and reality ...and

“never the twain (or cleave of three) shall
meet”, at least not in Trump’s world ...but

when they do there is always an explosion,
domestic or international. And that’s my

— John Kushma is a communication consul-

tant and lives in Logan, Utah.

quite like slimy contract disputes.

If the rumors are to be believed, Utah

State hoops’ ex-head coach Tim Duryea is

being denied his final year’s salary due to
some bad math. An apparent discrepancy

in his contract cuts what should’ve been a
five-year deal short, concluding the

university’s legal obligation to pay the man
an annual salary of $379,000 in June 2019
instead of 2020.

The story broke with Cache Valley Daily

reporting the following Quote of the Year
candidate from Tim’s wife Angie —

“We have supporting documents that says

it is five years. The intent was five years
and they are trying to weasel out of it.

Seventeen years and this is what we get.”
Angie’s got no reason to pull punches.

cific individual may be edited or not
printed.

No anonymous letters will be published. Writers must sign all letters
and include a phone number or email
address, as well as a student identification number (none of which is
published).

Letters representing groups — or
more than one individual — must
have a singular representative clearly
stated, with all necessary identification information.

Writers must wait 21 days before
submitting successive letters -- no
exceptions.

point. Our president does not seem in control

COLUMN: Pay Duryea his money
Nothing re-energizes a hungry fanbase

viduals. Any letter directed to a spe-

for him, but Donald Trump is an indignity

Letters to the editor are contributions from individuals throughout the Cache Valley
community. Opinions expressed in letters to the editor are not endorsements by the Utah
Statesman staff, but vehicles to promote discussion and constructive thought. It is Statesman policy to print letters to the editor as they are written, so long as they comply with
basic journalistic standards of professionalism.

By Logan Jones
OPINION EDITOR

may not be directed toward any indi-

humiliation as a form of social control. It’s a

history of 9/11 and the suspected Saudi

complicity, I was ashamed at this spectacle.

Letters must be topic-oriented. They

in lies and deceit.

Melania and Ivanka in the wings. The girls,

welcome to American insensitivity.

ters.

world, not wallower

psychological fact that people in power use

which “insulted” many of the Saudis ...

redundancy or volume of similar let-

...leader of the free

Saudis last year at Saudi King Salman bin

as a side note, did not wear head scarves

or rejected for reasons of good taste,

show, a commercial break. Mission not

hallmarked his

Abdul-Aziz’s Murabba Palace in Riyadh, with

words. All letters may be shortened,

“bomb ballet” in Syria was just that, a nice

United States.

that? Trump has made himself a target either

Letters should be limited to 400

mention other world citizens. His recent

The president is supposed to be our leader,
he’s supposed to set
the tone...

Yes, the media is “piling on”, but why is

Letters to the editor

Tim and Angie Duryea have been card-car-

beginning. Not only does this further

2001, with Tim acting as a model assistant

47-49 despite a host of unfortunate injuries

rying members of the Aggie faithful since
for 14 seasons before earning the head

coaching gig in 2015. Say what you will
about his firing — I for one support the

program’s new direction — but I haven’t

heard one negative thing about the man’s
character in three years.

Utah State has no reason to do Tim dirty.

For an athletic department trying to draw a

brighter spotlight on its basketball program
through a splashy new hire, attempting to
squirm out of Duryea’s final contract year
seems like the worst possible move at the
worst possible time.

I realize budgets aren’t built on paying

employees for being stand-up guys, but this
seems like an unnecessarily stingy move

for a program trying to earn its way back

into fans’ good graces. Tim’s a likable guy
who many feel was set up to fail from the

enforce sympathy for a coach who went

and transfers, it also sends a clear message

to new head coach Craig Smith that loyalty
is not at all a priority with this program.

Banking a year of Duryea’s salary doesn’t

seem worth the long-term damage this

could cause to a disillusioned group of fans
already savoring reasons to slam this team.
The only way this doesn’t end poorly for

USU athletics is to pay the man his money,
and to do it quickly before this generates
more negative attention.

— Logan Jones is a senior majoring in

English. His girlfriend gets home from her

mission Thursday, thus the short column this

week. Contact him with feedback @Logantj

The Statesman editors reserve the
right to not print every letter to the
editor. But all letters will be published
online.

Letters can be hand-delivered or
mailed to The Statesman the TSC,
Room 118, or can be emailed to
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu, or
click www.utahstatesman.com.
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FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:
ADVERTISING@USUSTATESMAN.COM
435.797.1775

Connect
members of
the Aggie
community
and provide a
voice for all
through
impactful,
relevant and
diverse
multimedia
coverage.

Follow us on:
@UtahStatesman
/UtahStatesman

CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive
Donate your car, truck or boat to heritage for the blind. Free 3 day vacation,
tax deductible, free towing, all paperwork
taken care of. Call 1-800-360-4120
Donate your car for breast cancer! Help
united breast foundation education, prevention, & support programs. Fast free
pickup - 24 hr response - tax deduction
1-855-507-2691.

Building Materials
METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil are at a
4 year low. You get the savings. 17 Colors
prime material, cut to your exact length.
CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS.

Legal
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash Award. Call 844-617-0410
for Information. No Risk. No Money
Out Of Pocket.

Miscellaneous
Were you an industrial or construction
tradesman and recently diagnosed with
lung cancer? You and your family may be
entitled to a significant cash award. Call
1-888-737-1846 for your risk free consultation.
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-866-360-6959
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100%
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Comfort
Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you decide to
keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Express 1855-708-7910

Inventors - free information package
have your product idea developed affordably by the research & development pros
and presented to manufacturers. Call
1-877-649-5574 for a free idea starter
guide. Submit your idea for a free consultation.
SAVE on Medicare Supplement Insurance! Get a FAST and FREE Rate
Quote from Medicare.com. No Cost! No
Obligation! Compare Quotes from Major Insurance Cos. Operators Standing
By. CALL 1-855-397-774.
Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS for
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art features & no audiologist needed. Try it
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 1-855755-5496.
Suffering from Hearing Loss? You May
Qualify for A ClearCaptions Phone At
No Cost To You. Real-Time Phone Captioning. Free Installation. FCC Certified
Provider. Contact ClearCaptions! 1855-978-0281.

Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 800-3592796.

Services Offered
Tutor
GEN CHEM, GEN PHYSICS, BIO,
maybe some Algebra. Call 435/5355163 for resume/details.
Email kurtandaudri@hotmail.com.

Storage
Moving? Don’t haul your things home.
Storage starting at $40 per month. Call
435-755-5052 or rent online www.
SouthCacheStorage.com

@UtahStatesman

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist you want
No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get
a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,

exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-888-919-4729

Or www.dental50plus.com/utah
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us
for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec

AARP AUTO INSURANCE
FROM THE HARTFORD
TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE
HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-527-0777
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APRIL 17 - APRIL 23

04/17 04/18 04/19 04/20 04/21 04/23
Cache Valley K-12
Chess Tournament
8:30am, $5.00
First Presbyterian
Church
178 W Center St
Logan

Utah State softball vs.
Utah Valley
4:00pm
LaRee and LeGrand
Johnson Field
1251 N 800 E
Logan

Visual Art and Social
Studies: Textiles from
Around the World
4:30pm
Edith Bowen Lab
School Art Room
975 E 700 N
Utah Arts & Museums Logan
Listening Tour: Logan
Ecology Seminar
5:15pm
Cache Valley Center for 6:00pm
Fine Arts Visual 150
the Arts
43 S Main
Desire, Love, Greed:
Logan
Reflections on Fargo
20th Year Anniversa- (1996)
8:00pm
ry Bash
Fine Arts Visual 150
6:00pm
Cache Valley Fun Park
255 E 1770 N
North Logan
Live Music at Caffe
Ibis
1:00pm
Caffe Ibis
52 Federal Ave
Logan

SNC: Guided Trail
Cleanup
4:00pm, FREE
Stokes Nature Center
2696 E Highway 89
Logan
Ecology Seminar
4:00pm
Fine Arts Visual 150

BassMint Pros 4/20
LIVE
8:00pm
Why Sound 30 Federal
Ave
Logan

Fusion Theatre Project
7:30pm
Caine Lyric Theatre
500 Women Scientists 28 West Center
Logan Pod Meetup
Logan
6:00pm
Cafe Sabor
The Great Utah Shake
600 W Center St
Out Drill
Logan
10:35am
Bridgerland Applied
Native Plant Propaga- Technology College
tion Workshop
1301 N 600 W
6:00pm, $30.00
Logan
Dale and Adele Young
Teaching Greenhouse
Whole Foods Plant
1380 N 800 E
Based Workshop
Logan
7:00pm
The Springs at Logan
USU Extension GarRiver Club House
dening Series: Fruit
1721 S 1150 W
Tree Grafting
Logan
6:00pm, $25.00
69 W Center St
Logan

NEHMA Family Art
Day
11:00am
NEHMA — Fine Arts
Center
Family Art Day: Explore Spring with
Watercolors
11:00am
Merrill-Cazier Library
Earth Day Soiree |
‘Are you smarter than
a Nature Preschooler?’
6:00pm
Herm’s Inn
1435 Canyon Rd
Logan
Fusion Theatre Project
7:30pm
Caine Lyric Theatre
28 West Center
Logan

STUDENT MEDIA PHOTO

MINI-SESSIONS
$30 per 45 minute session
Perfect for graduation photos,
roommate pictures,
LinkedIn profiles, etc.
Photos will be taken across
campus at the Block-A, Old Main,
and other popular locations

Visit the Student Media
Office in TSC 118 to schedule
your shoot today!

Implementing Cheap
& Cheerful Stream
Restoration Structures
9:00am
Fluvial Habitat Center
USU Club Meditation
12:30pm
ARC 305
Finish the semester
strong
12:30pm
Academic Success
Center
Movie Monday - The
Greatest Showman
6:30pm
North Logan City Library
475 E 2500 N
North Logan
Big Bands
7:30pm
Russell/Wanlass Performance Hall

